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AREA AFFAIRS 

 

AREA welcomes Croatia and Estonia 

  
 
CRACA, the Croatian Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Association, and EKL, the Estonian 
Refrigeration Association, became members on 9th May 2015 on the occasion of the AREA General 
Assembly spring meeting in Stockholm. AREA now counts 22 members in 19 countries. 
 
CRACA was created 3 years ago with the mission of contributing to the improvement of the HVC&R 
and heat pump sector in Croatia, where technology and legislation are developing considerably. 
CRACA working areas include collaboration with public authorities on regulations and standards, 
lifelong learning, fgas certification, technical support, international collaboration… 
 
EKL counts 30 members and is active on standardisation (Estonian Centre for Standardisation), 
qualifications (Estonian Qualification Authority) and education (Tallinn Industrial Education Centre). It 
also cooperates closely with the Estonian Ministry of the Environment. 
 
AREA’s network continues to grow and now includes 22 member associations spreading over 19 
European countries, 18 of which are in the EU”, said Per Jonasson, President of AREA. 
 
For more information, see our press release. 
 

Annual Report 2014 

AREA published its 2014 Annual Report 
before the last General Assembly meeting in 
May in Stockholm.  
 
In his foreword, AREA President Per 
Jonasson highlighted the dual dimension of 
last year’s work. At European level, most of 
the association’s resources were spent on preparing our sector for the new requirements resulting 
from the revised Fgas Regulation. This resulted in the AREA Fgas Guide, which gives contractors a 
practical tool to understand, measure and apply the new Regulation.  
 
Meanwhile, AREA raised its international profile by presenting its views and experience on 
competence and skills at several international conferences organised by the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP). 
 
See AREA Annual Report 2014 

http://www.area-eur.be/system/files/AREA%20PressRelease%20CRACA-EKL%20%28150511%29.pdf
http://www.area-eur.be/system/files/AREA%20Annual%20Report%202014.pdf
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REFRIGERATION, AIR-CONDITIONING & HEAT PUMP NEWS 

 

LEGISLATION 

Revision of Regulation 303/2008 

The European Commission has drafted a proposal for a revision of implementing Regulation 303/2008 
(see Brief 2015/05). The draft includes in its annex new lines clarifying what is meant by “information 
on relevant technologies to replace or to reduce the use of fluorinated greenhouse gases and their safe 
handling”. 
 
The proposal differs significantly from what AREA had suggested to the European Commission in 
January. Notably: 

 Components for alternative refrigerants in the refrigeration cycle are completely omitted; 

 Safety, which does not include equipment, is limited to use whereas it should also include 
storage and transportation; 

 Basic knowledge on advantages and disadvantages related to energy efficiency by type of 
application is completely omitted 

 
AREA drafted some comments, which were circulated to members for communication to national 
authorities. These could comment until 3rd July. The final proposal is expected to be adopted in the 
autumn. 
 

*************** 

Fgas guidance 

At the last AREA TF Fgas meeting, some draft modifications to the AREA Fgas Guide were presented. 
These will be circulated to members for comments over the summer.  
 
AREA TF will also prepare a best practice document on Record keeping (art. 6.4). National or company 
examples will be sent and the Chairman Mr. Fox will prepare a first draft during the summer. It should 
take the form of a basic spreadsheet with basic requirements that would not be unnecessarily 
burdensome for contractors. 
 

*************** 

International competence scheme for installers 

As you may remember, AHRI are co-launching an initiative - the “Global Refrigerant Management 
Initiative” – one of the purposes of which is to develop “An industry based certification scheme for 
education and training, relying on the global code of good refrigerant management practices”. AREA 
discussed the issue at its last General Assembly meeting and agreed that discussions should be held 
with AHRI. 
 
Afterwards, AREA had three meetings with AHRI: Graeme Fox met James Walters in May in the US; 
Olivier Janin and Graeme Fox met Steve Yurek early June in London and Per Jonasson met Steve Yurek 
at the XVI European Conference a few days later. 
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AHRI explained that the purpose of the GRMI is to ensure that industry drives discussions on 
competence rather than having it imposed by institutions or professional trainers. AHRI and the 
Alliance have both invested $100,000 each to kick the project off and they contracted a firm to 
undertake a survey on available training & certification schemes throughout the world. AREA intends 
to provide a reply. They expect a report in the autumn.  
 
Meanwhile, contacts have already been established with a number of bodies from all over the world 
(manufacturers and installers’ representatives). A meeting will take place on 23rd July on 19th July in 
Paris to formally set GRMI up. Marco Buoni will attend on behalf of AREA. 
 
AREA has shown interest and will take part in these discussions at least for a year to see how things 
develop. It was made clear to AHRI that any international initiative must not result in lowering the 
European standard. The favour for the ISO route was also expressed, as well as the importance of 
having UNEP on board.  
 
The Board is also of the opinion that GRMI could provide an interesting opportunity to liaise with other 
installers’ bodies, notably in the US, Canada, Brazil, Mexico and Australia. 
 
Further information will come after the meeting on 23rd July. 
 

*************** 

EU on track to meeting 20% renewable energy target 

EU countries are well on the way to meeting the EU's target for 20% renewable energy in the overall 
energy supply by 2020, as shown by the European Commission's renewable energy biennial progress 
report presented on 16 June. The report reveals that 25 EU countries are expected to meet their 
2013/2014 interim renewable energy targets. In 2014, the projected share of renewable energy in the 
gross final energy consumption is 15.3%. 
 
It must however be noted that the EU target will only be reached because a number of member states, 
like Sweden, Denmark, and Lithuania, will overshoot their individual targets. France, the UK, and other 
countries are expected not to reach their targets unless they adopt new policies. 
 
For more information, please see the European Commission’s factsheet or the full progress report. 
 

*************** 

Review of Energy Performance of Buildings Directive opens 

On 30th June, the European Commission launched an online public consultation on the evaluation of 
the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive. The consultation is the first step of the Directive’s 
review, which is due by 1 January 2017. The objective is to consult stakeholders and evaluate whether 
the Directive is still fit for purpose.  
 
The questionnaire includes 75 questions divided into twelve sections, and is designed for respondents 
to answer questions that cover their area of expertise and/or concerns. 
 
The consultation will run until 31st October 2015. AREA will analyse the questionnaire and reply to 
relevant questions.  
 

*************** 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-15-5181_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites/ener/files/documents/progress%20report%202015.zip
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/en/consultations/public-consultation-evaluation-energy-performance-buildings-directive
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European Heating and Cooling Strategy 

As a reminder, on the occasion of its “Energy Union Package” (February 2015), the European 
Commission announced the publication of a “heating & cooling strategy”. The main objective is to 
tackle the energy saving potential in the heating and cooling sector, since it represents the largest 
single source of energy demand in Europe. The upcoming strategy will include a series of actions to 
improve energy efficiency. It will also provide inputs for the review of other pieces of legislation, 
especially the Energy Performance of Buildings (EPBD), Renewable Energy Sources (RES) and Energy 
Efficiency (EED) Directives.  
 
The Commission already identified areas of actions, such as heat losses in buildings and industry, the 
integration of industry activities and residential buildings as well as decarbonisation of the sector, 
including the role of renewables. However, no concrete ideas have been tabled yet and the 
Commission is open to stakeholders input.  
 
During the sustainable energy week and, in particular, a conference “Tapping the potentials of the 
building and the heating and cooling sectors”, the Commission addressed the 4 following questions to 
participants:  

1. What are the ‘no regret’ options to reduce and decarbonise buildings' heating and cooling 
needs by 2050? 

2. How can synergies be ensured between building level efficiency measures and supply side 
measures exploiting renewable energies and waste heat? 

3. What policy mechanisms would allow energy savings and decarbonisation of energy supply at 
district level? 

4. How can we harness synergies between buildings and smart electricity networks? 
 
The Commission (DG Energy) is currently drafting a background document and working on a mapping 
of the heating and cooling sector to get a complete picture. While a consultation was initially 
scheduled in June, it has been postponed to September 2015. The consultation would be held in the 
format of a consultation forum. The publication of the strategy is foreseen in the last quarter of 2015.  
 

*************** 

Ecodesign: implementing measures on refrigerating equipment  

On 5 May 2015, the Ecodesign and Energy labelling measures for professional refrigerating equipment 
were adopted. The Ecodesign measure sets energy efficiency requirements for professional 
refrigerated storage cabinets and blast cabinets, condensing units as well as process chillers. This also 
establishes mandatory requirements for manufacturers to provide information, notably on refrigerant 
fluid contained in the equipment or intended to be used. However, energy labelling requirements are 
foreseen only to electric mains-operated professional refrigerated storage cabinets, including those 
sold for the refrigeration of foodstuffs and animal feed.  
 
In parallel, the Commission is working on Ecodesign and energy labelling requirements for commercial 
refrigerating equipment (ENTR Lot 1). It focuses on 5 types of products:  

- Supermarket segment display cabinets (vertical freezers, horizontal freezers, vertical 
refrigerators & horizontal refrigerators); 

- Beverage coolers; 
- Small ice-cream freezers; 
- Soft scoop ice-cream cabinets;  
- Refrigerated vending machines.  

The final adoption of these measures is expected mid- 2016, at the earliest.  

http://www.eusew.eu/component/see_eventview/?view=see_eventdetail&mapType=hlpc&eventid=4596
http://www.eusew.eu/component/see_eventview/?view=see_eventdetail&mapType=hlpc&eventid=4596
http://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regcomitology/index.cfm?do=search.documentdetail&e9anP406Fb/35+fpzUUOxi9ATIovCLkipwwKY+s29JRhxbx1TISJ2Mfg5DtxY23N
http://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-8558-2015-INIT/en/pdf
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Review of the Energy labelling Directive 

The European Commission will table its proposal to review the Energy labelling Directive on 15 July 
2015. The main objective is to review the label layout and scheme. We understood that the 
Commission would come back to the A-G label and abandon the A+-A+++ classes. This is likely to result 
in a major rescaling of equipment and the co-existence of existing and rescaled labels in parallel on 
the market. In line with current rules, the energy label would continue to show the efficiency rather 
than the total energy consumption of a product. On a positive note, the Commission would have not 
kept the idea of a Dealer / Installer label. As regards next steps, once the Commission’s proposal is 
tabled, discussion will start in parallel in the European Parliament and the Council after the summer.   
 
 

BRIEF NEWS 

AREA launches REAL Alternatives project 

AREA officially launched the REAL Alternatives project at the occasion of its general assembly meeting 
on 9 May 2015 in Stockholm. Vice-President Marco Buoni presented the project and its outcome to 
some 25 delegates representing 16 national air conditioning, refrigeration and heat pump contractors' 
associations from 14 European countries. 
 
REAL Alternatives has developed e-learning training materials for improving workforce skills in the 
refrigeration and air conditioning sector in alternative refrigerants (Carbon dioxide, Ammonia, 
Flammable and Low Flammables).  
 
More information: www.realalternatives.eu 
See Mr. Buoni's launch presentation 
 

*************** 

New ADR enlistment for R32 and HFP 1234yf 

According to the latest ADR enlistment for the refrigerants R32 and HFO 1234yf, both are the in 
group 2F with the factor 3. Since ADR free transport has a limit of 1000 points, ADR free transport is 
333 kg R32 or HFO1234yf (1000/3=333). 
 

*************** 

News from AREA fellow trade organisations 

Eurovent elects a new President 
During its Annual Meeting in Stockholm on 28 and 29 May 2015, Eurovent members from throughout 
the EU, Russia, and Turkey have elected Alex Rasmussen as the new President of their association. The 
Senior Vice-President of Systemair takes over the Presidency from Christian Herten.  
 
Eurovent has also decided to revise its scope, which will now revolve around 3 pillars. The new pillar 
‘Indoor Climate Technologies’ covers manufacturers of heating and cooling (e.g. air conditioners, 
chillers, heat pumps) as well as ventilation equipment (e.g. residential and industrial air handling units, 
air filters/cleaners/humidifiers, fans, energy recovery components). The second pillar covers 
‘Industrial Cooling Processes’, which covers multiple industrial sectors (e.g. oil and gas, metallurgy and 
chemicals). The third pillar, 'Food Technologies' involves cold chain applications, products such as 

http://www.realalternatives.eu/
http://www.area-eur.be/system/files/Documents/Launch%20REAL%20Alternatives%20AREA%20%28150509%29%20.pdf
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refrigerated display cabinets, bulk milk coolers, ice-cream freezers as well as bottle coolers, and food 
processing equipment manufacturers. 
 
EFCTC (fluorocarbon producers) 

- Newsletter 129 (July 2015) 
 
 

PUBLICATIONS 

 
IIR Informatory Notes on Refrigeration Technologies  
25th Note: Refrigerant Charge Reduction in Refrigerating Systems 
24th Note: Containment of Refrigerants within Refrigeration, Air Conditioning and Heat Pump Systems  
 
 

EVENTS 

 
AREA speaks about installers' competence on low GWP systems at OEWG35 in Bangkok 
The thirty-fifth session of the Open-ended Working Group (OEWG 35) of the Parties to the Montreal 
Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer opened in Bangkok, Thailand on Wednesday, 22 
April 2015. On 21 April, AREA was invited to take part in the Workshop on HFC management - technical 
issues, and more specifically Session 5, part 2 on energy efficiency, safety, and industry’s response to 
low GWP policies.  
 
AREA Vice-President Marco Buoni addressed installers' competence on low GWP systems in its 
presentation "Training and Certification schemes to ensure the safe and environmentally friendly 
handling of Low GWP alternative refrigerants". Mr. Buoni presented AREA's work on minimum training 
& certification requirements (see section on professional guidance), as well as the ongoing REAL 
Alternatives project, which provides free blended e-learning for alternative refrigerants in new 
equipment. AREA is a partner in the project. 
 
See Mr. Buoni's presentation HERE 
 
For highlights of the conference, see http://www.iisd.ca/ 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://mailing.marmailade.com/t/ViewEmail/r/7ACE63FC3380F7D82540EF23F30FEDED/F47F82B769FE6600A10BC276F201ED4B
http://www.iifiir.org/userfiles/file/publications/notes/NoteTech_25_EN.pdf
http://www.iifiir.org/userfiles/file/publications/notes/NoteTech_24_EN.pdf
http://www.area-eur.be/professional-guidance
http://www.realalternatives.eu/
http://www.realalternatives.eu/
http://www.area-eur.be/system/files/Documents/OEWG%20Bangkok%202015%20-%20AREA%20Buoni.pdf
http://www.iisd.ca/
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AREA gives installers perspective on Fgas at XVI European Conference  
AREA President Per Jonasson gave the installers' perspective on the impact of the new Fgas Regulation 
at the XVI European Conference on the latest Technologies in Refrigeration and Air Conditioning held 
on 12-13 June in Milan. Mr. Jonasson's presentation "The new Fgas Regulation from a contractors' 
perspective: don't wait - act now" insisted on the need to prepare now for upcoming bans. This was 
summarised in the last slide: "2018 was yesterday - 2020 is here!" 
 

 
 
 

UNEP conference on Advancing Ozone & Climate Protection Technologies: Food Cold Chain, 18 
July, Paris (France) 
This workshop will provide an opportunity to share information and expertise on technologies and 
policy measures with a focus on the food cold chain -- how we bring food from farm to market. It 
include technical presentations on non-fluorinated and fluorinated alternatives as well as the 
challenges being faced. Government and civil society policy measures will also be considered. 
 

More information to follow. 
 
European Heat Pump Summit, 20-21 October, Nuremberg 
More info: https://www.hp-summit.de/en/default.ashx  
 
 

This newsletter is reserved to AREA members 
  

For any enquiry, please contact 
 

AREA 
Olivier Janin 

Diamant Building (5th floor) 
Bd. A. Reyers 80 

B-1030 Brussels (Belgium) 
Tel: +32 2 706 82 61 

Email: olivier.janin@orgalime.org  
www.area-eur.be  

http://www.area-eur.be/system/files/Documents/Milan%202015%20-%20P.Jonasson%20presentation.pdf
http://www.area-eur.be/system/files/Documents/Milan%202015%20-%20P.Jonasson%20presentation.pdf
https://www.hp-summit.de/en/default.ashx
mailto:olivier.janin@orgalime.org
http://www.area-eur.be/

